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President’s Message  Chris Dorris

Hello fellow Barracudas! I just recently returned 
from a dive trip to Key Largo with Steve Sharpe 
and friends from Port Charlotte, Florida. Our first 
dive was on a wreck called the USCG Duane, a 
327-foot Coast Guard cutter. The current was 
too bad to stay on the wreck very long. The next 
wreck was the Spiegel Grove, a 510-foot US 
Navy Landing Ship Dock. The first time I dove 
the Spiegel it was sitting on its side. The second 
time I dove the Spiegel in 2019, Hurricane 
Dennis had flipped it upright. This time it was still 
sitting in the same position as the last I dove it. 
We encountered very little current, lots of fish of 
all sizes: Goliath groupers, Barracudas, etc. We 
performed several swim throughs and took  

some pictures with the American flag flying on 
the wreck. In the afternoon we dove two dives 
on the Molasses reef including several swim 
throughs. Then Friday morning we dove the 
Spiegel two more times, each time exploring 
different parts of the ship. All in all a very good 
trip. 

 
Let’s get wet! ☺ 

 
Dive safe, Dive often! 
 
Chris 

Data Services  Bill Little

It’s official! The KSC Barracudas are now on the 

way to becoming Founders of the East Coast 

Zoological Society’s Aquarium Project. We have 

turned the paperwork in, pledging $10,000.00 

over the next five years. As the graphic shows, 

we are well on our way with $814.00 already 

pledged. You can make your contribution in 

cash or by check made out to the KSC 

Barracudas with ECZS Aquarium Project clearly 

written on the subject line. We will log all the 

donor information and pass each $2,000.00 

increment along to the Brevard Zoo. At the end 

of each year, we will provide the zoo with a list 

of donors and the amounts donated so that the 

appropriate forms can be issued for tax 

purposes. We will update the graphic and run it 

in the bulletin each month to keep you up to date 

on how close to our goal we’re getting.  

Now is your time, Cudas! Make your pledge and 

become part of the effort to bring a world class 

aquarium and conservation center to Brevard 

County! 

Also, the E-Board has unanimously voted to 

earmark the money going into the club treasury 

from our 50/50 drawings at the general meetings 

for our pledge. Yet another way to contribute to 

the cause! 



Photography  Terry Keeney

Welcome back Bonaire divers. I’m sure there 
were many fantastic photos and videos taken 
during the trip.  
 
The club Photo/Video contest will be here before 
you know it. Entries are due by Nov. 1, 2023.  
 
I usually wait until October to start selecting my 
contest entries, sometimes forgetting about a 
fantastic photo or video I took at the beginning of 
the year. This year I plan to put contest 
contender folders on my computer for each of 
the categories. When I review the photos/videos 
from my dives I’ll put in the ones I think are 
contest contenders in each folder, trying to limit 
them to four (the number of allowable entries in  

a category). When I go diving again I’ll compare 
my new photos/videos to my contest contender 
folder photos/videos. Maybe add some and 
remove others. Then come contest time I just 
have to pick from my best photos and videos 
instead of from hundreds I took during the year. 
A little more effort during the year but a lot less 
when the contest entry deadline is looming. 
 
I also wanted to remind folks we have an above 
water photo category. Historically this category 
has a lot less entries than the underwater 
categories. When you are on a dive trip or club 
sponsored activity consider taking some above 
water photos and enter them! 
 

Bonaire 2023 Beth Shaffer

On the morning of April 22, 2023, seven 
Barracudas traveled to airports to begin the 
week ahead in Bonaire in the Dutch West Indies. 
Five of us flew out of Miami on American on a 
nonstop to the island and two members of our 
group flew United with a stop in Houston. They 
arrived after the rest of the group.   The resort 
that accommodated us was Buddy Dive 
Resort.  If you haven't been there before, and 
you're a diver, you'd be hard pressed to find a 
dive resort with all the amenities of this 
one.  Buddy's is located on a waterfront with one 
of the most amazing reefs on the island.  Our 
rooms were all downstairs and fully equipped 
with kitchens and either one or two bedrooms. 
The resort provides a full breakfast daily. We 
either ate our lunches in our rooms after 
stocking up at the local grocery stores, or we 
went to the restaurant, Blennies, on the 
property. Dinner was either an eat in or go to the 
many choices available in Bonaire, such as one 
of the three Chinese restaurants or a 
Mediterranean one. Blennies was our choice for 
the last night there with an all you can eat 
barbeque that was excellent.  
 
 We were assigned lockers in the gear rooms to 
store our dive equipment. The storage facility 
was right next to the boat docks.  There were 
also rinse tanks for dive equipment and camera 
rinsing.  Since the island is experiencing a stony 
coral tissue disease attack on the corals in the 
reef, we had to rinse, then soak equipment in a 
chlorinated tank before an additional rinse in 
plain water to prevent the spread of the 
disease.  

 
The dive package we had for this trip included 
12 boat dives and unlimited shore diving.  With 
all those boat dives, we didn't do too many shore 
dives.  Len and I only did one for a check out of 
our gear, but it was certainly memorable.  That 
reef in front of Buddy's is as alive and well as we 
remembered it from past trips.  We spent the 
week sharing the ocean with seahorses, turtles, 
rays, tarpons and big green moray eels.  They 
provided plenty of opportunities for watching and 
photographing them and other amazing sea 
life.  We left Buddy's on April 29th, and the 
flights home were uneventful.  We really enjoyed 
our week on this lovely island. 
  

 
Left to right: Mary Ward, Len Shaffer, Beth Shaffer, Michael 

Little, Bill Little, Ginger Ballou, Andy Oksendahl 

 



Programs and Publicity  Carol Auer/Ginger Ballou

The May general meeting presentation, 

“Pollution in the Indian River Lagoon and 

Stormwater”, will be given by a representative of 

Brevard County Natural Resources 

Management. Come hear about topics such as 

how storm water transports contaminants to the 

lagoon, what you can do to help reduce 

pollutants going into the lagoon, ongoing 

projects, and volunteer opportunities. 

 


